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Letters to the Ector 


Lockheed Confusions 


Sir. On a visit to Washington a couple of 
weeks ago T found that there is so much con- 
fusion over what Lockheed did and did not 
do in the ~vay of corrupting the rest of the 
world that the drive to clean up international 
business practices may sputter to a halt. It 
saddens me to see one of my favourite repor- 
ters, Murray Sayle, add to the misinformation. 

In his NS article of 14 May he says that 
‘agencies of the Central Intelligence Commit- 
tee, forerunner of the CIA,’ arrested Kodama, 
There has never been such an organisation. 
Kodama was arrested by the US Army's coun- 
ter-intellizgence corps. the ‘CIC’, an organisa- 
tion of sergeants and corporals roughly similar 
to the British ‘FSP? which operated openly, 
had no agents, and performed simple security 
functions. It was in no sense a forerunner of 
today’s CIA, nor was it in any way connected 
with the CIA’s predecessor organisation the 
OSS ~ which, it happens, was kept out of 
Japan by General MacArthur. 

Kodama was im no sense a ‘war criminal’, 
He was put in Sugamo Prison because he was 
in an ‘automatic arrest category’ by virlue of 
the position he held, not because of any dossier 
on him. The only information in US military 
intelligence filps at the time of Japan's sur- 
render was the fact that he had been # ‘contact? 
(not quite an ‘agent’) of Paul Blum's ‘Chrysan- 
themum’ group which operated, first, under 
the American military attaché before Pearl 
Harbour and later, under General Willoughby 
when he became G-2 on MacArthur's: staff. 
Kodama was released as soon as his identity 
was known. . 

Finally, Mr Sayle has made uncharacteristic- 
ally loose use of such cpithets as ‘underworld’ 
and ‘gangster. True, we called Japanese right- 
wingers all sorts of names during the war and 
in some circles it is fashionable to do so now. . 
It happens, however, that those whom Mr 
Sayle mentions in his article had a great deal 
to do with Japan’s spectacular post-war re- 
covery. Maybe Britain could do with a few 
like them. 
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